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By John Zachry

Having done the Entered Apprentice and Fel-
lowcraft Degrees as a young man, John D’Agostini,
Sheriff of El Dorado County, is completing his journey,
and is going to be raised at his home Lodge, Drytown
Lodge #174 in Plymouth.

, “You don’t need to know
any of the other stuff,
just be there on time.”

Advice from John’s dad
on how to prepare
for the 3rd degree.

El DOrado Gounty Sheriff,

John D’Agostini

Calif. Masonic Posse

The CA Masonic Posse AKA*“the Posse” is a Third
Degree Ritual Team whose members are active,
retired or former Law Enforcement Officers who
are Master Masons. Service in Law Enforcement

may be Federal, State, County or Municipal Government. Some
Military job descriptions and Fire Service Investigators qualify.

The Posse was originally founded as the County Employees
Square and Compass Club with Wor. George Hesse as Secretary
and Director. When Wor George retired, about 1980, he was re-
lieved by Former Santa Clara County Sheriff Robert E. “Bob”
Winter, PM. Since the membership was composed of Law En-
forcement Officers, the group was renamed “the California Ma-

sonic Posse”
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“After I turned 21, I asked my dad and he sort of got the
ball rolling for me and I went through them -boonz -boonz,
pretty fast, then I got side tracked with life. With my fo-
cus on my young family and a career change in the early
90’s, I kind of fell out [of Masonry] for a long time” said
D’Agostini “The time is now right to do this”.

Armed with the knowledge that D’Agostini had not yet
done the Fellowcraft proficiency and that he was on

the doorstep of being a Master Mason, John “Dusty”
Deryck went and Saw D’Agostini in his office. He said
“John you are going to do your proficiency in the Lodge
and I will be your coach. We will meet at least once or
twice a week in your office and you will do your profi-
ciency” John looked Dusty in the eye and said “you’re
serious, aren’t you”. Dusty said “yes, I AM serious”. So
with scheluling help from Janine, (John’s wife) a regular
meeting on Tuesday afternoon at 4:00 was set up and in
Dusty’s words, “let me tell you, he is a SHARP, FAST
learner!”. He very quickly learned it and passed his pro-
ficiency in open Lodge with

(POSSE, Continued on Page 7)

his Father in attendancc.
“Back when I was a little boy, they

(D’Agostini, Continued on Page 5)
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— Hiram 25
- Urestlehoary -

Worshipful Master - Jason Burgess * (916) S01-3812

Brethren,
August is upon us, and we have a nice light month
ahead.

We have raised quite a few masons in the first
part of this year. Now, we have found ourselves to
be in for a little break. Aside from one possible first
degree, this month will be quiet.

Of course, practices will continue as usual.
And you all are welcome to come!

Other than that, we will be taking the time
to see friends and family before the new school year
starts and the hum of frantic modern life resumes.

While you are enjoying your summer and any
well earned rest you might be lucky enough to have
time to take, consider this: Are you still making time
to demonstrate the Masonic principles you learned in
lodge?

Have you reached out and given anyone a
hand? Said a kind word? Lent a little relief? I hope so.
In these times that little extra kindness or concern can
make all the difference to someone sitting silently on
the edge. You could be the thing that keeps them from
falling.

I hope the rest of this month keeps you all
well. I would most sincerely like to see you in lodge,
or just hear how you are doing these days. If you need
help, give us a call or drop us a letter. If you know
someone else who might need us, let us know that
too. Given the diversity of our membership, odds are

there is someone with just the thing you need waiting
to give you a hand. All you need to do is ask, just like
when you joined.

I hope you enjoy the poem I found for this
month, and we will see you again in the Fall!
Fraternally,

Jason W. Burgess, PM  Hiram #25, Master

Hiram Building
6201 Main St. El Dorado, CA

Stated Meetings are the 1st Friday of the month.

Fellowship is at 6:00 p.m.

Dinner served at 6:30 p.m.

Stated Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m.
It is recommended that you call for Reservations
to Jackie Bozeman at (530)333-4732
Worshipful Master - Jason Burgess ¢ (916) 5S01-3812

Website - http://www.eldoradomasons.org/

2011 OFFICERS

Master: Jason W. Burgess, PM
Sw: Nickalous Battaini, PM
JW: Joseph Carlson
Treasurer: Kevin Brown, PM (530) 626-3795
Secretary: Brian Kennedy (916) 712-2891
Senior Deacon: John L. “Dusty” Deryck (530) 919-1773
Junior Deacon: Robert Sweeley, PM (530) 344-8394
Chaplain: Steve Anderly (530) 306-5883
Marshall: Chris Brackmann (530) 957-1161
Senior Steward: Chad Oxford (916) 933-0942
Junior Steward: Jeremie Thompson (530) 626-6463

(916) 501-3812
(530) 391-6802
(916) 799-4033

Tyler: Roy Kilday, PM (530) 677-3068

GOLD COUNTRY LODGES
SENIOR SUPPORT SYSTEM

Contact Phone Number Lives in/near...

Dean Buckholz 530-626-5821 Kelsey

Bernie Dowse 530-622-1564 Lotus/Placerville

Brian Ludwig 530-647-0872 Pollock Pines &
Pleasant Valley

Jerry Roberts 530-626-1981 El Dorado

Jason Burgess 916-501-3812 El Dorado Hills

Joe Carlson 916-799-4033 Cameron Park
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A= Placerville Lodge ° Est. May 6, 1853
Placerville Masonic Center * 2820 Cold Springs Rd., Placerville
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B =Hiram Lodge °* Est. May 3, 1853
601 Main St., El Dorado

Sun Tues Thurs Sat
’ #:
1 o KID’SL.D 4 B leam 25 Stated Meeting
National g Hiram Lodge J Stated Meetlng 6 10:00 am
Nioht Out Officer's Practice Fellowship 6:00 , Drytown Lodge
g . Dinner 6:30 | D'Agostini 3rd Degree
@ Library 7:00 pm Meeting 7:30 |  With BBQ to follow.
. . A PVille %26
7  Alied Masonic| 8 . Al g 10 11 12 13
Degrees Ra'“b%g ',;.Iﬁ A Placenville 26 | B Hiram Lodge FSItIatethe%tl(r)lg
Meets in Folsom WIDDLE weeLs | Officers Practice | Officers Practice ¢ (I))“i,r?n:apr 6:30
7:00 VETS HALL 7:00 pm 7:00 pm Meeting 7:30
14 1 g 16 17 18 1 9YEARINGT0N YEARINGTON
eptember| A ppacenille 26| B Hiram Lodge A
-C. VL. icer's Practice icer's Practice |
G.C.M Officer’s Practi Officer’s Practi Bethel 74,
Deadline 7:00 pm 7:00 pm Job's Daughters
21YEARINGTON 22 A | 23 24 25 26 27
aInooy o | A Placenville 26 | B Hiram Lodge
et Officer’s Practice |  Officer’s Practice
CHAPTER 7:30 7:00 pm 7:00 pm
28 29 30 31
FAMILY PICNIC A Placenville 26 | B Hiram Lodge
1AM - 3PM Officer's Practice |  Officer’s Practice
AT BEN ALI 7:00 pm 7:00 pm

SEPTEMBE

R

Tues Thurs Sat
SEPTEMBER 17 IS ONE BUSY DAY! 1 2 Sta""te';'m‘et’:ﬁg Drytown Lodge
Placerville AND Suisun / Fairfield Fellowship 6:00| -y oieung
SHRINE SCREENING CLINICS Dinner 6:30 PI'moﬁtmh
Tehama Shrine Golf Tournament Meeting 7:30 y
4 5 6 Al 7 B 9 10
Placenville *26 Hiram Lodge RELAY
Offlcer’sz Practice Officer's Practice Dinner 6:30 FOR LIFE
lietez Loy 7:00 pm 7:00 pm Meeting 7:30
A B A Placenville
" F%EH\F! 12 13 ]E’fl_acerville #_26 14 Hiram Lodge 13 October Masonic Ctr.
0 'ce;siggcgfg Officer's Practice G.C.I!II. Bethell)74, }J]ob’s
R SHRINE STATED 7:00 pm Deadline aughters
19 _ #A 21 B| 22 23 24
Htlls e Hiram Lodge GRAND LODGE | GRAND LODGE
Officer’s Practice Officer’s Practice SAN FRANCISCO| SAN FRANCISCO
7:00 pm 7:00 pm
A A B 2
GRAND LODGE < Rainbow Girls Placenille *26 s Hiram Lodge E 30
7:00 M| officer’s Practi Officer's Practice
icers Practice
SAN FRANCISCO York Rite 7_00 m Rosh Hashanah Begins ]
C omman dry 7:30 . p at Sundown First Day of Rosh Hashanah
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PLACERVILLE "26

Crestleboard

The “dog days” of summer are now upon us and while
many are enjoying their vacations, time with the kids,
and perhaps lounging with a cold drink in the shade,
your lodge continues to be active in the community. I'm
proud to say that so far this year our inter-lodge (Pla-
cerville 26 and Hiram 25) Senior Support Committee has
had the pleasure of aiding our senior members and their
widows in any number of tasks. From shoveling snow
to helping in a move, the effort is really getting under-
way and starting to make a tangible difference to our
members and their families in need of some assistance.
However, the time is long overdue to take this program
to the next level and starting in September we will be
contacting all of our Masonic widows and more actively
seeking to provide aid and assistance as necessary. For
too long we’ve been content to send the occasional
sympathy or get-well card and perhaps hold a widow’s
night dinner. While these are all well and good we can
do better and starting in a few weeks I'll be approaching
our membership and asking for suggestions and help in
setting up a regular schedule of check-ins for our widows
who might desire such a service. More to come on this
so stay tuned!

Speaking of activities, we all owe Jr. Warden
Brian Creel a big thanks (along with the brethren of
Hiram 25) for doing such a great job on our annual July
4th picnic at High-Hill Ranch in Camino. The weather
could not have been better (not too hot, not too cool)
and with two separate waves of attendees we had well
over 100 folks come and enjoy the food, games, and ca-
maraderie. Collaborating with Hiram 25 just makes this
event so much better and meaningful and it’s always a
blast to see everyone outside of the lodge for a change.
The afternoon was topped off by Hiram’s presentation of
the much-deserved Hiram Award to Brother John Zachry.
It was a great presentation and a memorable moment for
John and everyone who was there.

At our July stated meeting/dinner (which, if
you missed it you missed yet another good one) was
also memorable as we awarded our own Hiram Award to
Brother Jimmie Waldon. Jimmie’s dedication to Masonry
and its tenets and his remarkable support for our veter-
ans led to this recognition and | can think of no-one more
deserving. That evening was also a double-header as
dinner was a classic summer BBQ served up by members
of the Placerville Police Officer’s Association. The tri-tip,
teriyaki chicken, beans, salads, and sides were fantastic
and the home-made chocolate mousse was a real crowd-
pleaser. A lot of folks went back for seconds (and thirds
even) and by the end of the dinner there were only
scraps left...a testament to the quality of the meal. As
a fund-raiser for the PPOA, it was also a big success and
between passing the hat and their profits from the meal
| believe we raised somewhere in the neighborhood of
$400 for the evening and gave out a couple of applica-
tions for membership as well. Not bad at all and you can
bet we’ll be having the PPOA grill masters back again in
short order!
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Worshipful Master - Brian Ludwig ¢ (530) 647-0872

For the month of August, there are two notable events
taking place. First and foremost, we will be setting up
the Kid’s ID booth at the National Night Out evening in
front of the library on Tuesday, August 2nd. This is a
really fun event and not only do we get the opportunity
to provide parents with readily-accessible ID information
for the children, it’s always a very well-attended program
and really helps raise and maintain Masonry’s profile in
the community. Also, the following Saturday (August
6th) at Drytown Lodge in Plymouth, El Dorado County
Sheriff John D’Agostini will be raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason following that lodge’s stated
meeting that starts at 10:00 am (see the GCM front-
page article). While one of the many great things about
Masonry is that we all meet “on the level” and no-one,
from the Grand Master to the newly-raised brother is
more “important” than another, especially considering
the strong law-enforcement history in Placerville 26, it
will be an especially significant raising. If you can make
it that day, keep in mind that Plymouth is a pretty small
down and parking close to the lodge will be at a premi-
um. I'm sure we can also arrange plenty of car-pools to
minimize the hassles.

Lastly, we are going to have very unusual and
special presentation at the August stated meeting din-
ner and we will also be having another of our so-far very
successful opportunity drawings. Items to be included
in the drawing will include a really nice “spa” package
donated by M.W. Fred and Marlene Sorsabal, bottles of
Korbel Champagne, another lot of vintage Masonic his-
tory books, and loads of other goodies. Please don’t
forget to call Brian Creel for reservations and we’re look-
ing forward to seeing ya’ll there and continue to have a
great summer! - Brian Ludwig, W.M. Placerville #26

Placerville Masonic Center
2820 Cold Springs Road ¢ Placerville, CA 95667
Stated Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of the month.
Fellowship is at 6:00 p.m. Dinner served at 6:30 p.m.
Stated Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m.
Website - http://www.calodges.org/no26/
2011 OFFICERS
Master: Brian Ludwig (530) 647-0872
Senior Warden:  Dan Boone (530) 620-7313
Junior Warden:  Brian Creel (530) 626-4412
Treasurer: Jim Mackey  (530) 621-3603
Secretary: Dan Segalas  (916) 933-0340
Chaplain: Glen Lyons (530) 626-9007
Senior Deacon: Larry Lococo (530) 626-8386
Junior Deacon:  Glen Roussell  (530) 344-4321
Marshall: George Neilsen (530) 622-2165
Senior Steward:  Scott Bertram (510) 427-1215
Jr. Steward: John Kunkel (530) 644-4323
Organist Joe Olio (530) 642-2167
Tiler Bernie Dowse (530) 622-1564
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(D’Agostini, Continued from Pg.1)

used to have the Masonic Picnic every year, back here on
the Ranch, right down the hill from where I live now” said
D’Agostini, “I grew up well aware that my Grandfather,
John, D’Agostini (former Supervisor for El Dorado County)
was a Past Master, and I remember my Dad [Robert “Bob”
D’Agostini] going to Lodge on Wednesday nights.” Even
Janinne has an uncle Bill who was a Past Master. The
D’Agostini family roots are deep in El Dorado County,
John’s being the 4th generation in the county, clearly their
Masonic roots run deep also.

The busy schedule of a County Sheriff may make atten-
dance at all Lodge functions challenging, but John is well
aware of the benefits that being active in any organization
bring. His being Raised on the 6th opens the door for him to
continue his Masonic Education and he knows that the York
Rite, Scottish Rite and Shrine will all be available to him.
The time is right for John, the stars (badges maybe?) have
aligned and we will finally be able to call John “my Brother”.

We should take this opportunity to also look at oth-
ers who have gotten sidetracked with life, who just have the
Entered Apprentice or Fellowcraft degrees, and make a visit,
much the way Dusty did, to help them complete the journey.

The California Masonic Posse will be conferring the
Degree (See article on pg. 1) at Drytown Lodge in Plymouth.
It’s been rumored that our former Sheriff, (Past Potentate,
Past Master, etc., etc.), Hal Barker may have had a hand in
them coming. The Lodge is located on Church and Main St.
in Plymouth, just about 25 minutes south of Poor Reds turn,
in the town of El Dorado off Hwy 49. The schedule is to
have the degree right after the Stated Meeting on Saturday
August 6th. The Stated meeting starts promptly at 10:00a.m.
with the degree to follow. Afterward is a BBQ with hot-dogs
and hamburgers at not cost to guests in attendnce, but you
are asked to please bring your favorite side-dish, dessert
or cold beveredg to share. You are also welcome to bring
your spouse or girlfriend. The Secretary of Drytown Lodge
Phil Hardiman, has asked that if you plan to attend, please
RSVP to him at (916) 488-3708 or e-mail to: phillipandnan-
cy@aol.com. or call John “Dusty” Deryck at (530) 621-1222
so they can get a head-count.

Plymouth has been described as a “Country Lodge”
who’s informality and friendliness are in their DNA, it’s go-
ing to be an August morning with a ton of guys in a small
Lodge, you will want to dress comfortably (please no shorts,
but tie or jacket are not necessary either).

Biography: from www.johndagostini.com

John D’Agostini is a 4th generation resident of E
Dorado County who is committed to protecting our com-
munity values and rural lifestyle for future generations of
families. He graduated from local schools and enjoyed a
wholesome childhood filled with fishing at the local pond,
hiking, 4-wheeling and numerous other adventures while liv-

GoLD COUNTRY MASON

ing in El Dorado County.

John recalls when the local Deputy stopped by to
talk and knew all of the neighborhood kids and their par-
ents. As El Dorado County Sheriff, John’s goal is to bring
back those practices.

After graduating from high school, John worked in
construction from 1983 to 1994. John obtained his General B
Contractor’s license. He ultimately started and ran his own
construction company building homes and providing jobs
primarily in El Dorado County.

Pursuing a lifelong interest, John worked his way
through the Sacramento County Sheriff’s academy and was
recruited by the late Amador County Sheriff Ken Blake and
became a full time Amador County Deputy Sheriff in 1994.
Throughout his career he has served in numerous positions
which include Cities Deputy, Chief Deputy Coroner, Detec-
tive, SWAT Team Member, SWAT Sniper, Crime Specific
Officer, Narcotics Investigator, Armorer, Rangemaster and
Firearms Instructor. In 2001, John was promoted to Sergeant
and assigned to supervise the narcotics unit.

In 2003, John went to work for the District Attorney’s
Office where he investigated complex ctiminal cases and
successfully managed homicide investigations from begin-
ning to end. He went on to develop new programs and poli-
cies to streamline law enforcement bureaucracy and improve
public safety. As a leader in law enforcement, John was ap-
pointed second in command for the newly formed Amador
County Combined Narcotics Enforcement Unit (ACCNET).

John’s grandfather served on the El Dorado County
Board of Supervisors in the 1960’s. His father served as
a Pioneer Union School District Trustee where John, his
brothers, and John’s 4 children and 5 nieces & nephews all
attended and are still attending kindergarten through 8th
grade. Following in his family’s footsteps of serving the
community, John ran for and was elected to the Pioneer
Union School District Board of Trustees in 2003 and reelect-
ed in 2007. John continues to serve on the school board
where he has fought hard to balance difficult budgets with a
steady reduction in revenue and believes every child de-
serves a positive and safe learning environment.

John is an active member of the El Dorado County
Chamber of Commerce, National Rifle Association, Califor-
nia Narcotics Officers Association, California District At-
torney Investigator’s Association and the California School
Board Association. In addition, John has coached little
league baseball, girl’s softball and boy’s basketball. John
continues to be active in the = local community through his
involvement in numerous cultural and civic events.

John lives with his wife Janine in Mount Aukum in a
home they designed and built. They have been happily mar-
ried for 24 years and are the proud parents of four children.
They plan to see the next generations of their family con-
tinue to live in El Dorado County and have a vested interest
in preserving the rural charm, quality of life and safety for
families in our county.

PAGE 5



BY THE WORK YOU
DID TODAY

By Charles L. Mead 33°
Boynton Lodge #236

Can you say tonight in parting
with the day that’s slipping past
That you helped a single brother

of the many that you passed?

Is a single heart rejoicing
over what you did and said?
Does the man whose hopes where fading,
Now with courage look ahead?

Did you waste the day or lose it,
Was it well or poorly spent?
Did you leave a trail of kindness,
Or a scar of discontent?

As you close your eyes in slumber,
Do you think God will say,
You have earned one more tomorrow,
By the work you did today

Schedule of the upcoming

2011 YORK RITE MEETINGS

We meet at the Sutter Creek Masonic Hall located
at 45 Main Street in Downtown Sutter Creek.

August 22,2011 - 7:30 pm Chapter

September 26, 2011 - 7:30 pm Commandery

November 14,2011 - 7:30 pm Chapter
Thanksgiving Schedule

December 12,2011 - 7:30 pm Commandery

Christmas Schedule
Many members usually meet
before the meeting for dinner
beforehand at 6 pm at a local
Sutter Creek restaurant.

The choice of restaurant is
announced via email by the
presiding officer for that meeting a
few days before the meeting.

BEN, ALI, SCOTTISH, RITE & YORK: RITE

Sunday, August 28 201 1

- 10:00am to 3:.00pm
BEN ALI PICNIC GROUNDS

L s iy
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Order of Eastern Star

— El Dorado Foothills
Calendar for 2011

Sept 9 — Western Night,
Chairman-HeatherAnn Dawson

Sept 10-11 — Relay for Life,
ElDorado County fairgrounds

Oct 14 — Mascot night
(Dress as your favorite mascot!)

Chairman-Lisa Blum,
Mary Lou & Brian Johnson

Nov 11 —Last Night, Veteran’s Day —
Wear Red, White & Blue-- Potluck dinner

Chairman-Jackie Bozeman

Nov 27 — Installation of 2012 officers
General Chairman-Cherri Whiteley
Placerville Lodge

RELAY FOR LIFE
EL DORADO COUNTY

September 10-11, 2011

10 am to 10 am

Website: www.relayforlife.org/eldoradocountyca
Access the website to join the team or donate.
Find the Top Teams on right side of page.
Click on View Teams

Click on Gold Rush Masonic Family

Click on Join Team and follow directions

OR

Click on Donate and follow directions.

We need team members. Right now we have two—
that is not enough for a 24-hour event. We also need
donations. Please contact either Jackie Bozeman at
530-333-4732 or 916-200-8191 or Glen Lyons at 530-
391-4261 to let us know if you will join our team and/
or donate. We only need a commitment of 1 hour
during those times noted above. That’s all!!!! If you
join our team and raise $100, you also get a free Relay
for Life t-shirt.

We look forward to having a great team.

(POSSE, Continued from Pg.1)

under the direction of the “High Sheriff”’, Bob
Winter.The Posse only only confers the Sublime
Degree and only for “Peace Officer” candidates
upon request of the candidates Lodge. The
Posse membership ranges from South San Fran-
cisco to King City but has honorary members

in North Carolina and New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Canada.

Dress code for Posse members is Tuxedo with
Posse vest, western boots and string bow tie
when conferring a degree inside a Lodge build-
ing. Dress for an outdoor conferral is western
boots, black jeans, long sleeve white shirt, string
bow tie and posse vest. The Master may wear a
western Hat. Baseball caps are permitted only
during outdoor degrees for protection from the
weather.

B.J. McCuiston,

PM, Keith # 187 F. & A. M.
Undersheriff, CA Masonic Posse

GoLD COUNTRY MASON

11am Sept. 17 2011

Power Balance Pavilion
(formerly Arco Arena)

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
at BEN ALI OFFICE!
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IFYOU ENJOY READING YOUR GOLD COUNTRY MASON,
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LODGE IN OFFSETTING THE COST
BY TAKING OUT A BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD

FOR $20. PER ISSUE OR $200 ANNUALLY.

- OR BY DONATING DIRECTLY TO YOUR LODGE

IN THE NAME OF GOLD COUNTRY MASON

Hiram 25 Website: http://www.eldoradomasons.org/
Placerville 26 Website: http://www.calodges.org/no26/
Grand lodge: http://www.freemason.org/

- SUPPORT OUR SUPPORTERS -

gBrianCreel.. s

Bloodstain Pattern Analysis and
Forensic Consulting

Brian Kennedy, MSFS

@
3710 Conestoga Lane REALTOR
Placerville, CA 95667,
Member:

! : I L
H/O: 530-621-3702 LA.B.PA waws?/ PHONE:(330)403-1076 | §: PN IRV
Cell: 916-712-2891 LAL seesonarnss FX: (530) 303-1803
www bloodscene . com ACSR. GreatWest

b.kennedy@bloodscene .com Email: CallBrianCreel@gmail.com

Breaker Glsiss Co, INc
Auto Glass

> 5 (7} Kevin & Kathy Brown
e oL OS5 131 Placerville Drive 270 Scottsville Blvd.
29681 R i et o e : Placerville, CA 95667 Jackson, CA 95642
o e qfnrh 7 b St . Fax 626-9381 Fax 257-0362
i Vg, ok ST b s L 530-626-3795 209-257-0361

g =y Qv EXPERTS




